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National Designated Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property:
Floats of the Nagahama Hikiyama Festival
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These hikiyama floats are said to have originated when Toyotomi Hideyoshi,
while lord of Nagahama Castle, distributed gifts of gold dust to celebrate the
birth of his son, and the townspeople used this as funds for building floats
that they pulled through the district. Of the 13 hikiyama floats now put on
view, only one was built in the early Edo period (1603-1868) — an
ornamented three-wheel float with no stage. The other 12 date from the
middle of the Edo period or later, and are performance floats that feature
ornate stages. In the late Edo period, they were each topped with a two-story
pavilion having an intricate roof, making them even more showy. Children's

kyogen (comic farce) performances are given on the stages. These are
recited gidayu kyogen pieces performed using only male actors.
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Ishidori Festival
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National Designated Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property:
Floats of the Kuwana Ishidori Festival
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This festival developed from a stone-bringing ceremony at Kasuga Jinja
(Kuwana Sosha) Shrine. It is said to have originated with the custom of local
worshippers bringing stones for maintaining the shrine grounds from the
banks of the Machiya River that flows south of Kuwana, but this is one of
several theories, and remains conjecture. In most years, some 40 parade
floats are pulled through the city streets. At midnight on Friday, when the
day changes to Saturday, teams line up in formation at sites near the shrine
and launch into tatakidashi, or simultaneous drumming. This ends at dawn,
and in the following evening the floats parade through the town. Tatakidashi
begins again at 2:00 am on Sunday, and the in the evening all floats gather in
formation and the main festival is celebrated at the gates to the shrine.
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April 13 to 16 of each year
OFLI5FR Festival site
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Nagahama Hachiman-gu Shrine (13-55 Miyamae-cho, Nagahama,
Shiga Prefecture), Nagahama city streets
OREECTA Highlights
48315H 9:45~10:00 —&HBLIOFHIES
9:45 am to 10:00 am, April 15 - Children's kyogen performances on the Ichiban-yama float
ORI&EY Inquiries
RILEYEE B0749-65-3300
Hikiyama Museum
O©771tRX Access
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By rail: Approx. 7 minutes on foot from Nagahama Station on the
JR Hokuriku Main Line
By car: Approx. 10 minutes from Nagahama Interchange on the
Hokuriku Expressway
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1st Sunday of every August, and the preceding Saturday
OZ22LIBAR Festival site
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Kasuga Jinja Shrine (46 Hommachi, Kuwana, Mie Prefecture)

and the surrounding area, and respective parishioner neighborhoods
QREZA Highlights

BHEE 13:00~ Z51.18:30~TEEEESR.

21:00~HEIRZEREEHIN
Sunday, from 1:00 pm — formation, from 6:30 pm — floral float
passage ceremony, from 9:00 pm — float-pull ending at Tamachi Intersection

O&EY Inquiries
ZRTMEBNLENF B0594-21-5416
Kuwana City Products and Tourism Information Center
©771tRX Access
(B=) JREAFEAIR AR EER RBER] TEEHN1590
By rail: Approx 15 minutes on foot from Kuwana Station on the JR
Kansai Main Line and Kintetsu Nagoya Line




