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Global Sustainable Tourism Council

‘Sakura Quality An ESG Practice Standard’ Announced as a GSTC-Recognized Standard

Home / Posts / Mews / GSTC Recognition / 'Sakura Quality An ESG Practice Standard” Announced as a GSTC-Recognized Standard

The GSTC is pleased to announce that ‘Sakura Quality An ESG

GSTC followers receive once a

Practice Standard’ for hotels and ryokans in Japan has achieved 2"'°"tlh updates °r important
evelopments an
‘GSTC-Recognized Standard’ status. opportunities:

. L. . . . R . Upcoming Open GSTC Webinar
In Japan, particular gualities are associated with different flowers, and the quality associated

with Sakura, the cherry blossom, is “spiritual beauty.” Sakura Quality began research in April

Aane 17, 937, A20pm-53opm CETT

2011 and is currently working with 26 DMOs across Japan as a quality certification system
that certifies quality together with DMOs across Japan (as of April 2022) and has adopted
over 2,000 criteria for lodging facilities.

I/

SAKURA
The 'Sakura Quality An ESG Practice Standard’ for hotels and ryokans in Japan consists of 172 QUALITY
. . . . . X i An ESG Practice
items: 117 environment-related items, 17 social-related items, and 38 business-related items.
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The GSTC-Recognized status refers to the standard itself, indicating that a sustainable tourism standard or (—
LEARN MOmE

system has been reviewed by GSTC technical experts and the GSTC Assurance Panel and deemed the

standard or system equivalent to the G5TC Criteria for sustainable tourism. It shows that the set of standards

The Sustainable Travel Online Summit 1-4 June to

is based on the four pillars of the GSTC Criteria: Sustainable Management, Socioeconomic, Cultural, and e n Il oy DSTCEEG Handy Dinhand

Environmental principles. GSTC Recognition does not relate to the process of certification or accreditation.

“Sakura Quality has been conducting quality inspections of lodging facilities based on the Sakura Quality
Standards that consist of items related to providing safe, secure, and honest services. In addition to providing
safe, secure, and honest services, the 'ESG Practice Standard’ consists of 172 criteria, including measures to
prevent the spread of infectious diseases. This is an attempt to certify and disseminate information on SDG
initiatives in Japan,” said Mr. Takeshi Kitamura, Sakura Quality CEOQ.

“The use of the GSTC Criteria and framework is increasing in Japan, and we are pleased to see that Sakura
Quality is joining and supporting those efforts with a GSTC-compliant approach and gaining GS5TC Recognition
of their standard,” said Randy Durband, G5TC CEO.
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