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‘When ceremonies are conducted at Shinto shrines, items such as trees, attractively decorated pillars, flower-adorned hanagasa hats, and dolls are set up to serve
as yorishiro — targets for kami descending from heaven to occupy. As kami were also held to descend to sacred mountains, stylized mounds were also fashioned.
Eventually, wheels were attached to such objects, making them dashi floats that came to be pulled around the streets of the town.

This was the origin of dashi floats.

Dashi floats arose from human yearning to summon kami to descend.
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Dashi float festivals —

traditions continued through human ties and pride
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The custom of pulling portable dashi floats is characteristic of Asian
countries, and in Japan, the Gion festival that began in Kyoto in AD 869 had
an influence throughout the country as a festival featuring the appearance of
yamahoko floats. At present, the number of dashi floats distributed throughout
Japan is said to be around 5,000, and they are known by various different
regional names, including yama, hoko, yatai, hikiyama, and danjiri. The dashi
floats pulled through the streets are objects of prayer by people hoping for the
prosperity of their region and the safety of their families. Dashi float festivals
have been carried on from generation to generation through the strong ties and
pride of the people in the locales where they are celebrated.

Central Japan -
a treasure-trove of karakuri dashi floats
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Dashi floats fashioned with mechanical karakuri marionettes appeared before
the 1600s, at the end of Japan's Middle Ages. Subsequently, in the Edo period,
karakuri dashi floats combining entertaining karakuri marionettes with
charming dashi floats became popular and spread to many regions. In the
Tokai and Hokuriku regions in particular, large numbers of such floats remain
even today, and the area has come to be dubbed a treasure-trove of karakuri
dashi floats.

A globally leading region of industrial technology —
what prompted its inception
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Karakuri marionettes feature limbs that move as if alive and perform
entertaining tasks with wonderful adroitness. Essential to their design and
fabrication are scientific knowledge and the skills and techniques of making
things. In every town, karakuri dashi floats have strived to feature the most
exquisite marionettes and demonstrate the most diverse performances, and
this rivalry has driven technical progress to high levels. Today the Chubu
region is one of the world's foremost areas of concentrated industrial
technology of many types, including automobile production, precision
equipment and forming machinery, and aerospace. Its roots lie at the
dedicated techniques and skills of dashi floats, driven by the desire to fashion
ever more entertaining floats and dolls.
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Takaoka Mikurumayama Festival



