& I e B i Takaoka, Toyama Prefecture

72 BhIHLLEREEON

v W R 5%

Takaoka Mikurumayama Festival
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National Designated Important Tangible Folk-cultural Property

National Designated Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property
Takaoka Float Procession
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The mikurumayama floats of Takaoka, used when Toyotomi Hideyoshi
received Emperor Go-Yozei at the palace of Jurakudai, were bestowed by
Hideyoshi on Maeda Toshiie, the first lord of Kaga, and given by Maeda
Toshinaga, second lord of Kaga and founder of Takaoka, to the townspeople
of Takaoka, it is said.

The mikurumayama floats are each in the style of an ox-drawn court
carriage and feature a vertical hoko (pole). They are maintained through the
spirit and funding of Takaoka's townspeople with their status maintained
through adornment using Takaoka's finest artisanal skills in metalworking,
lacqering, and other crafts, making them among the most lavish in Japan.
The gaudiness of seven court carriages in procession is the best part of the
festival. The Takaoka Mikurumayama Festival is only one of five examples
of national designation both as an Important Tangible Folk-cultural Property
and as an Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property. A highlight of the
event is when the floats are turned by pushing at the rear wheels while
lifting the front wheels. This is accompanied by handclaps and wooden
clappers.
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Takaoka Copperware

Takaoka copperware received national designation as a traditional local craft in 1975. The skills and
techniques created by people in times past and the cast wares that find use in day-to-day living convey
warmth and instill the desire to cherish them.
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Inquiries: Takaoka Copperware Cooperative
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May 1 of each year (evening festival and illumination: April 30)
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Takaoka Sekino Jinja Shrine (9-56 Suehiro-cho, Takaoka, Toyama Prefecture),

the streets of Yama-cho (mustering ceremony: Kataharamachi intersection)
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From 6:00 pm on April 30 — Evening ceremony
5A1H == (&%) 11:00~18:00
11:00 am to 6:00 pm on May 1 — Procession
5A18 #44iu112:00
12:00 noon on May 1 — Mustering ceremony
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Takaoka City Tourism & Exchange Section
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By rail: Approx. 15 minutes on foot from Takaoka Station on the
JR Hokuriku Main Line
By car: Approx. 10 minutes from Takaoka Interchange on the
Nouetsu Expressway
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Mikurumayama Manju

Mikurumayama manju buns are sold at the Ohnoya Takaoka Kifune-machi Head Shop on the two days
of the festival only. These are soft manju dough around a sweet bean and chopped-chestnut filling and
steamed to fluffy perfection.
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Ohnoya Takaoka Kifune-machi Head Shop (12 Kifune-machi, Takaoka, Toyama Prefecture)



