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Takayama Festivals
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National Designated Important Tangible Folk-cultural Property

National Designated Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property
Floats of Takayama Festivals
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"Takayama Festivals" collectively refers to the Sanno Festival at Hie Jinja
Shrine in the spring (April 14 and 15) and the Hachiman Festival at
Sakurayama Hachiman-gu in the autumn (October 9 and 10), and taken
together, they rank among Japan's three major beautiful festivals. The
festivals originated when Hida was under the daimyo rule of the Kanamori
clan (1585-1692), and the yatai floats trace their history back to around
1718. Masterful craftsmanship lives on in karakuri presentations that display
the nimble action of the marionettes, the cleverly devised
"modoshi-guruma" float, and elsewhere. In the karakuri presentations,
seasoned puppet-masters manipulate large numbers of strings to move the
dolls, accomplishing impressive performances of intricacy and boldness in
which the marionettes move in highly lifelike ways — a feat requiring
enormous skill. The biggest draw of the night festival (the evening festival
in the autumn) is a magical ambience quite unlike the daytime festival. The
yatai floats, each bedecked with as many as a hundred chochin lanterns,
slowly move through the town. The wavering light of the lanterns and the
pitch-dark townscape make for a contrast of exceptional beauty.
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Hida Beef Steak

"Hida beef" is an appellation given only to meat from Japanese Black cattle fattened for over 14 months
in Gifu that has earned a grade of 5, 4, or 3 from the Japan Meat Grading Association (JMGA). Its
quality and flavor are exceptional.
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Spring Takayama Festival — April 14 and 15 of each year
Autumn Takayama Festival — October 9 and 10 of each year
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Spring Takayama Festival — Hie Jinja Shrine (156 Shiroyama, Takayama, Gifu Prefecture)
Autumn Takayama Festival — Sakurayama Hachiman-gu Shrine (178 Sakura-machi,
Takayama, Gifu Prefecture)
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Spring Takayama Festival — At the otabisho for Hie Jinja Shrine
Autumn Takayama Festival — Sakurayama Hachiman-gu Shrine grounds
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Takayama City Tourism Division
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By rail: Approx. 12 minutes (spring festival) or approx. 20 minutes (autumn
festival) from Takayama Station on the JR Takayama Main Line

By car: From Hida-Kiyomi Interchange on the Tokai-Hokuriku Expressway to
Takayama Interchange on the Chubu-jukan Expressway
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Hida Furniture
Rugged furniture from Hida, fashioned with innovative thinking by Hida artisans who have a
consummate understanding of wood, is loved under the "Hida brand" name.
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Inquiries: Hida Woodworking Federation



