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National Designated Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property:
Danjiri of the Ueno Tenjin Festival
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The Ueno Tenjin Festival boasts a history of over 400 years and is one of the
three biggest autumn festivals in the Kansai region. A procession of mikoshi
shrines like scenes from a picture scroll and a parade headed by Japan's
largest giant gohei staff with plaited paper streamers that includes ascetic En
no Gyoja, samurai Chinzei Hachiro Tametomo, over a hundred ogres, and
nine magnificent danjiri floats move through the castle town of Iga Ueno,
accompanied by melodious hayashi festival music. Amid this, comical

staggering ogres draw laughs from adults and tears from frightened children
with their peculiar movements as they wander along the route.
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Whaling Floats of Toride Jinja Shrine
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National Designated Important Intangible Folk-cultural Property:
Whaling Floats of Toride Shrine
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This event, unique among Japanese festivals, emulates whaling on land.
Folk tales about a whale parent and child going to the worship at grand
shrine at Ise and fishermen who harpooned the whales have long been
handed down in the Tomida region. In this supplication for bountiful fishing
catches and the safety of the town, costumed children climb aboard dashi
floats made to resemble whaling boats and act out the whaling tale while
dancing to song and taiko drumming as the dashi floats are pulled through
the streets. The ceremonial entry into the shrine while singing Ise Ondo folk
song on the evening of the 15th presents a deep stillness that contrasts with
the dynamic energy of the daytime events.
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On Friday, Saturday and Sunday before October 25.
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Ueno Tenjin-gu (Sugawara Jinja) Shrine (2929 Uenohigashi-cho, Iga,
Mie Prefecture), Misuji-cho in central Iga
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Danyjiri procession on Sunday

OR&E Inquiries
THERGEHEIREETEES (LEMIR#AMN) 80595-21-0527
Ueno Tenjin Matsuri and Local Promotion Organizing Committee
(within the Ueno Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
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By rail: Close to Uenoshi Station on the Iga Railway Iga Line
By car: Approx. 5 minutes from the Ueno-higashi or Nakase
Interchange on the Meihan Expressway
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August 14 (machi-neri procession) and 15 (hon-neri procession) of each year
OS2LIBFR Festival site
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Toride Jinja Shrine (2-16-4 Tomida, Yokkaichi, Mie Prefecture),
neighborhoods within the city
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10:00 am to around noon on August 15 — Teams presenting the main
procession (whale hunt) in succession at Toride Jinja Shrine
OREE Inquiries
EHMXHTR L% — 8059-365-1141
Tomida District Civic Center
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By rail: Approx. 5 minutes on foot from Tomida Station on the JR Kansai Main
Line, or approx. 7 minutes on foot from Kintestu Tomida Station




